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phenotype, whereas pure IgA-mediated cases were found 
more often in the inflammatory phenotype. Without the use 
of the direct immunofluorescence serration pattern analy-
sis, the inflammatory variant of EBA may be misdiagnosed 
as pemphigoid. Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 92–98.
Wide spectrum of filaggrin-null mutations 
in atopic dermatitis highlights differences 
between Singaporean Chinese and European 
populations
Chen et al. conducted a comprehensive filaggrin gene (FLG) 
genetic analysis in a discovery cohort of 92 Singaporean 
Chinese individuals with icthyosis vulgaris (IV) and ⁄or mod-
erate-to-severe atopic dermatitis (AD). In total, 22 FLG-null 
mutations, including 14 novel, were identified. The com-
bined null FLG genotype of 17 mutations detected in cases 
and controls showed strong association with AD, palmar 
hyperlinearity, keratosis pilaris, and with increased severity 
of AD. This study emphasizes the wider genetic landscape 
of FLG-null mutations in Asia that is slowly emerging. 
Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 106–14.
Clinical and dermoscopic features of 88 scalp 
naevi in 39 children
Tcheung et al. examined scalp naevi in children under 18 
years old. Older subjects and boys had a larger percent-
age of scalp naevi compared with younger and female 
children. The main clinical patterns included eclipse, cock-
ade, solid brown and solid pink naevi. Fair-skinned chil-
dren were more likely to have solid-pink naevi. There was 
an affinity for the parietal region (27%), but the occipital 
region (5%) was rarely represented. Globular and globular-
reticular patterns were the most common dermoscopic pat-
terns. Most scalp naevi in children exhibited perifollicular 
hypopigmentation, which caused the appearance of scal-
loped, irregular borders if occurring on the periphery, or 
variegation in pigmentation, if occurring within the naevi. 
Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 137–43.
Multivariate analysis of factors associated 
with early onset segmental and 
nonsegmental vitiligo: a prospective 
observational study of 213 patients
In this prospective observational study, Ezzedine et al. 
compared factors associated with segmental vitiligo (SV) 
and non segmental vitiligo (NSV) especially for markers of 
auto immunity or autoinflammation. Results clearly showed 
that features of inflammation and autoimmunity (pruritus, 
halo naevi, thyroid antibodies) are strongly linked to NSV, 
together with a positive familial background of vitiligo and 
autoimmune disease. Moreover, the Koebner phenomenon 
and premature hair greying were more often associated with 
NSV compared with SV. Br J Dermatol 2011; 165: 44–49.
The role of Syk kinase in ultraviolet-
mediated skin damage
Papazoglou et al. demonstrated for the first time that ultra-
violet (UV) exposure increases Syk expression and activity 
in human dermal fibroblasts (HDFs). The data in HDFs 
also indicated that Syk enhances matrix metalloproteinase 
(MMP)-1 expression with UV exposure. In vivo experi-
ments confirmed the positive correlation between Syk and 
collagenase (MMP-13 in mice). The findings suggest that 
Syk could be a useful therapeutic target and an earlier bio-
marker than MMP-1 for UV-induced skin photodamage. Br 
J Dermatol 2011; 165: 69–77.
The many faces of epidermolysis bullosa 
acquisita after serration pattern analysis by 
direct immunofluorescence microscopy
Buijsrogge et al. report on a prospective monocentre study 
on 364 patients with subepidermal autoimmune blistering 
skin diseases. Twenty patients with epidermolysis bullosa 
acquisita (EBA) and bullous systemic lupus erythematosus, 
were identified by u-serration pattern analysis. Pure IgG-
mediated cases were associated with the mechanobullous 
